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Retelling Can Improve Your Child’s Comprehension

CALENDAR
 MAR 15  PTO Meeting (6 PM)

 MAR 17 5th Ave Musical 
  Theater: Free Boy  

 MAR 24-31 Conferences

 MAR 29  Reward Bingo

 MAR 31  Awards Assembly

 APR 3-7  Spring Break

 APR 12 1:30 Early Release

 APR 12  PTO Meeting (6 PM)

 APR 21 WE Day: Seattle

 APR 25  Spring Pictures
 
 APR 27  All City Concert

 APR 28  Awards Assembly

 APR 29  Math Olypiad Competition

Dear Parents:

You’ve just finished reading a story with 
your child. One of the best ways to check 
comprehension and boost his understand-
ing of the story is by asking him to retell it.

Retelling a story requires yourchild to think 
about the details and decide what’s really 
important.

Give your child these three rules for retelling 
a story:

1. Tell what’s important.

2. Tell it in a way that makes sense.

3. Don’t tell too much.

Your child should be able to tell you what 
happens at the beginning, the middle and 
the end of the story. He should also be able 
to name the main characters.

You can prompt your child by asking 
open-ended questions, such as, “What 

happened next?” It’s okay if your child 
doesn’t remember all the details. That gives 
you a chance to say, “Let’s go back and look 
at that part of the story again.” Revisiting 
parts of the story will show your child that 
he sometimes has to read things more than 
once to gain a thorough understanding.

Studies show that this simple activity will 
help your child become a more thought-
ful reader. He will start to pay attention to 
words whose meanings he doesn’t know. 
He will focus on the story structure and pay 
more attention to important details. All of 
these things will improve your child’s read-
ing comprehension and make him a better 
reader—and a more successful student! 

In partnership,
Barbara Page - Principal
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Attendance is still important at year’s end.

Remember 

to check the 

Central Park 

webpage for the 

most updated 

calendar of 

events

You know that being in 
school is important. But this 
would be such a great time 
to take a family trip. And, 
after all, your child is only 
in first grade. Surely a few 
days’ absence won’t matter, 
will it? 

It will. In fact, research 
shows that young children 
don’t have to miss much 
school before their learning 
suffers. In the early grades, 
kids are mastering reading 

and basic math skills. And 
research has shown that 
these are the skills most 
affected when children miss 
school. Being in school con-
sistently is the only way kids 
can develop a strong foun-
dation on which to build the 
rest of their learning. 

Your child will not be the 
only one who pays a price. 
The entire class will be 
affected. When the teach-
er has to stop to meet the 

needs of a child who was 
out of school, everyone 
else’s learning comes to a 
halt. 
Source: H. Chang and M. Romero, Pres-
ent, Engaged, and Accounted For: The 
Critical Importance of Addressing Chronic 
Absence in the Early Grades, National Cen-
ter for Children in Poverty.
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A special thank you to Anna Stone, 

Tiffany Morrow, Mary Eng and Kelly 

Weiss. Together these women we able 

to raise more than $7000 on March 

4th during our Annual PTO Auction at 

the Grays Harbor Country Club. These 

efforts have afforded many things for our 

teachers and students.  PTO has paid for 

Accelerated Reader, Music Technology 

with Brent Daniels assembly and The 5th 

Ave  Musical Theater Touring Company, 

FREE BOY: A TRUE STORY OF SLAVE AND 

MASTER.

PTO meets on the SECOND WEDNESDAY 

of every month from 6-7 PM. Join us!

PARENT-TEACHER 
ORGANIZATION

.

Getting a college education is an 
investment that will pay back for a 
lifetime: people with a college edu-
cation have better job opportunities, 
earn more money, and develop skills 
and knowledge that can never be 
taken away. However, what many 
families don’t realize is that preparing 
for college doesn’t begin during a 
student’s junior or senior year of high 
school, it begins even before a stu-
dent first sets foot in school, and it 
continues through middle school and 
high school. Getting ready for college 
means planning for the future and 
making some very important deci-
sions early. The AVID program can 

help you and your children under-
stand the steps you need to take 
during your child’s school years to 
get ready for college.

A note of encouragement as you 
begin: Children in America can go 
to college if they work hard, take 
challenging courses, and have the 
desire to further their education. 
State governments, colleges and the 
U.S. Department of Education (which 
supplies most financial aid for college 
students in America today) provide 
financial assistance to help students 
and families pay for college. Recent 
legislation greatly expands financial 
aid for college for middle income, 

working families and low-income 
families. Families also need to save 
for their children’s college education 
and learn about the many kinds of 
financial aid available to them.

Likewise, students need to plan 
ahead to take challenging courses, 
starting with algebra and geometry 
in the eighth and/or ninth grades 
and hold themselves to the highest 
academic standards. This is a big job, 
but there is help here, too men-
tors and before- and after-school 
programs can provide extra help. 
Programs like AVID, GEAR UP for 
College ( all at Miller Junior High and 
Aberdeen High School) and TRIO (at 

Grays Harbor College) give students 
help to prepare for college, and I urge 
everyone to support these types of 
efforts. 

We have a responsibility to our chil-
dren. While they represent only 20 
percent of our population, children 
are 100 percent of America’s future. 
They are our greatest investment, 
and it’s up to us to help them under-
stand the importance of investing in 
themselves.

Contact Barb Page, Principal and 
AVID District Coordinator for ques-
tion regarding your child’s future 
beyond high school.

Good Choices
Parents want children to make wise 
choices. When the time comes, you 
hope your child will say no to peer 
pressure and yes to positive things. Are 
you doing all you can now to teach her 
to make these wise choices? Answer 
yes or no to the questions below to 
find out:

___1. Do you give your child oppor-
tunities to make choices every day? 
Sometimes they are small, but she has 
to live with the choices she makes.

___2. Do you talk about family deci-
sions together? Do you brainstorm 
about possible solutions and come up 
with the best one together?

___3. Do you sometimes think out 
loud, talking about how you are mak-
ing a choice?

___4. Do you encourage your child to 
ask questions?

___5. Do you teach your child that 
every decision has consequences? 

How well are you doing? Each yes 
means you’re helping your child make 
better choices today and in the future. 

Character Trait
The positive learning trait for March  is... 

TRUSTWORTHINESS  
Trustworthiness is the ability to keep promises, to be 
honest, reliable and principled while never inappropri-
ately betraying a confidence. Trustworthiness relies on 
the integrity and character of the person. Here are some 
talking points you can discuss with your child.

• How do you know when you can trust someone?

• What part does trust play in your relationships with 
your friends and family? How would these relation-
ships be affected if you found out someone was 
lying to you? 

The positive learning trait for April  is... 

CITIZENSHIP  
Being a good citizen means treating others the way you 
want to be treated. Carry out duties and responsibilities 
to school, community and country by being a caring, 
contributing, and respectful person who obeys laws and 
rules. Here are some talking points you can discuss with 
your child.

• What makes someone a good citizen? 

• What sorts of things have you done that make the 
world a little bit better?

College Corner

Thank you to the Grays Harbor Community Foundation. The generously provided grant money to provide training for our teachers, college swag for our classroom and t-shirts for every stu-
dent to wear every Tuesday as we recognize the importance of Dreaming Big For College and Beyond. Photo by Barb Page.

THANK YOU

PTO!


